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Grant Funds Morris County’s First County-Wide Survey of African 
American History & Historic Sites 

 
Morris County Historical Society (MCHS) has been awarded a $125,000 grant from the New 
Jersey Economic Development Authority (NJEDA) to complete Morris County’s first-ever 
countywide survey of African American history and historic sites.   
 
The highly competitive award, granted through NJEDA’s Historic Properties Survey pilot 
program, builds on more than 18 months of foundational research supported by two prior grants. 
Together, these efforts position Morris County to comprehensively identify, document, and 
preserve sites connected to African American history that have been under-recognized or 
overlooked.  
 
According to MCHS Executive Director Amy Curry, “We’re extremely grateful for the 
NJEDA’s support to complete the Survey, which represents only the second of its kind across 
New Jersey. It’s an honor to work along such a dedicated team of consultants and partners who 
are equally excited to research and tell a more complete and comprehensive history of Morris 
County. As part of our work, we’re also looking forward to locating and digitizing key historic 
resources, illuminating untold stories, capturing oral histories, and highlighting the buildings and 
neighborhoods that stood as centers of life for African American community members.” 
 
Since MCHS is a non-profit organization, the grant required a partnership with a county agency 
who would also find the products of the survey helpful in future planning initiatives. According 
to Curry, “We also appreciate the incredible support of the Morris County Office of Planning and 
Preservation as the lead county partner and the Morris County Heritage Commission, which is 
also enthusiastically supporting the survey. Jan Williams Cultural and Historic Resources 
Specialist with Planning & Preservation, has laid an incredible foundation in the related work she 
completed over the past few years.” Critical partners also include the NJ Historical Commission, 
NJ Council for the Humanities, F.M. Kirby Foundation, Connolly & Hickey Historical 
Architects, and Morris County’s history community.  
 
Conceived in 2021 as a response to the lack of African American material culture in MCHS’s 
27,000-object collection, MCHS, in partnership with Sankofa Heritage Collective of Morris 
County, sought and was awarded grants from both the NJ Council for the Humanities and NJ 
Historical Commission Inclusive History grant program to begin the process of research and 
documenting the county’s African American History.  



 
According to Dr. Denise Rompilla, the project historian for the Survey, “the African American 
History and Historic Site Survey is a landmark initiative that helps to correct a long-standing 
imbalance in how New Jersey’s history has been documented, preserved, and publicly 
interpreted. In Morris County and across the state, Black presence, labor, innovation, leadership, 
and resistance have shaped communities for centuries, yet many of the physical places connected 
to these stories remain unidentified, undocumented, or unprotected.  
 
This survey moves beyond symbolic recognition to do the essential, rigorous work of 
preservation: identifying sites, grounding their histories in archival research, mapping their 
significance, and positioning them for formal recognition and investment. It ensures that Black 
history is treated as a foundation part of New Jersey’s past and future. Ultimately this work 
ensures that New Jersey’s historic landscape reflects the truth of the people who built the Garden 
State.” 
 
According to Rompilla, among the most compelling discoveries to emerge from the Survey thus 
far are the presence of Black architects shaping the built environment of Morristown, and the 
crucial role of Black women employed at Picatinny Arsenal during World War II.  
 
While the survey’s anticipated completion is June 2027, numerous events, programs, and 
opportunities are already being planned to highlight our progress and recent findings, including: 
presentations at the NJ History & Historic Preservation Conference at St. Elizabeth University in 
June; the launch of a self-guided , website-based driving tour of African American historic sites 
for Juneteenth; a museum studies internship program with Drew University; and an exhibit of 
artifacts from archaeological investigations of the slave quarters of the 18th century Beverwyck 
Plantation in Parsippany, a large-scale plantation with ties to the Caribbean and significant 
figures in the Revolutionary War. For the latest information, updates, and events, visit 
MorrisCountyHistory.org 
 
MCHS is an independent, member-supported 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to the 
preservation and promotion of Morris County history since 1946. Located at Acorn Hall since 
1971, MCHS stewards an extensive collection and archive related to Morris County’s rich and 
diverse history. Acorn Hall museum is located at 68 Morris Ave., Morristown. For more 
information, visit MorrisCountyHistory.org.  
  
MCHS receives support from: NJ Historical Commission, a division of the Department of State; NJ Council for the 
Humanities with funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH); Morris County Board of County 
Commissioners; The F.M. Kirby Foundation; Mimi Washington Starrett Foundation; NJ Historic Trust; NJ Economic 
Development Authority; Morris County Historic Preservation Trust; Highlands Council; Hyde & Watson Foundation; 
Campbell Family Foundation; and our generous members, supporters, and friends.  
 

 


